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to any one in the gratification ot Impassions, or in the majtter of
mere worldly enjoyment^nor did the Apostles teach religion M$iik
any such objects in view: an the contrary, they charged all who
believed in Christ to abstain* from fleshly lusts and the works of
Satan, and to be ready to relinquish all their-property, and ev2n
life itself, for the cause of Christ. And besides all this, it must be
borne in mind that the Apostles did not confine their ^labours to
ignorant and barbarous peoples: they preached the Gospel, and
invited men to embrace the truth, in countries ^and cities whose
inhabitants were remarkable for mental cultivation and extensive
acquirements.                          -, *
Now, however incredible it may appear, that when the precepts
and doctrines of the Gospel were so much at variance with the
notions of men, and so utterly opposed to the religions; and eus-
toms of that age, and when the Apostles were unlearned men of
no social standing, Christianity should yet be able to spread on
every side; yet the fact is, that those Apostles, relying upon God,
did actually preach the Gospel in Jerusalem, among their bitterest
enemies, the Jews, with such effect, that, at the very commence-
ment of tlrair work, three thousand of them immediately embraced
Christianity; and subsequently, as the fruit of their exhortations and
instructions, a great number of those obstinate persons who were
parties to the crucifixion of Christ were brought to believe on H*s
name. In Judasa, also, the Christian Church went on increasing iir
numbers from day to day. At first, the greater part 7>f those who
believed were Jews; but afterwards, when the Apostles, in obedience
to the command of Christ, travelled into all countries far and near
for the purpose of preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles, thousands of
idolaters, of all classes, hastened with sincerity of heart to embrace*
the religion of Christ. So that, in the Apostles' days, Christian wor-
ship was established in the cities and towns of Syria, Egypt, Asia
Minor, Greece, and Italy; and after their decease the doctrines
of the Gospel continually gained publicity and influence, and were
disseminated in all parts of the world by the zealous exertions of
the preachers and teachers who followed them. This went on, until
the Roman Emperors of that a^e, apprehensive that Christianity
would ultimately overturn and abolish the worship of the gods,
began to persecute the Christians. They seized and confiscated
the property of those, who dwelt in their dominions, causing some
tcTbe slain, others to be thrown to wild beasts, and others, again, to
be burnt alive ; and in this way* thousands of Christians were tor-
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